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set up and just enjoying singing 

along with him. With each song, 

Bob told us the story of its 

origin. Often the music came to 

him at night or when he was 

having a downer. He told us that 

the music just lifted him, and the 

songs just kept coming. 

  When the evening closed, 

everyone walked out feeling 

buoyed by what we had just 

witnessed.  

Well done Bob. We look forward  

to the next show. 

   Most of you are familiar with the 

story of Sung Thin Pha. He was a Hmong Platypus school student who seemed exceptional when we first 

met him at age 14. His marks were only average, but he just had that extra something. Chutzpah, if you will. 

   Widower Bob Rees set up the Chris Rees Memorial fund with the support of all those who have toured 

Vietnam or Laos on motorcycles with us. Their generosity has helped Pha progress to year 3 veterinary 

science studies at university where he has performed well above average. It has not been easy for him as he 

did not have a laptop and all the extras some of his fellow students enjoyed but once again, we find that 

given a rare opportunity youngsters from poor families in remote areas go very hard. If you are living tough 

up in mountain territory you may get one shot at the moon – if you are very lucky. 

    He was working in a sort of sweatshop after graduating from high school as the family needed money, but 

we tracked him down to become our first Rees scholar. 

    Pha had hoped to secure a labourer’s job overseas to help out his family, but he was offered a university 

spot. He has excelled, with an average of 8.63 on a 10-point basis, or 3.83 on a 4-point basis (something I 

don’t quite get, but it is obviously pretty good). This is the best report yet from a string of 

good reports and we will have to see whether concessions may have been made on account 

of Covid.  

     Please note that the Rees family is involved in all decisions, and nothing happens 

without their approval. Selection is not about academic 

excellence – it’s a mixture of background, family story and 

attitude and in the end, it is a family decision so there will 

always be a heavy touch of humanity.     

Bob on stage singing up a storm 

One of the singers alongside Chris’ bike on the stage. 
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